WHO CAN BE A
FOSTER PARENT?

Anyone who is 21 years or older, in good health, and demonstrates an ability and
interest in caring for children, and becomes licensed. Single, married, divorced,
and gay individuals are encouraged to apply. Same sex couples are also eligible
and encouraged to apply.

e You do not need to own a home.

e You may own or rent a house, condominium, or apartment.

The important thing is that you have room for a child in a safe living environment
and that you can meet the child’'s needs.

WHAT IF | HAVE
NEVER PARENTED
A CHILD BEFORE?

It is not a requirement for you to have parented a child before. You must show an
interest and ability to care for children. Whether you have parented a child or not
you are required to do the PRIDE training and possibly the Options for Recovery
training.

HOW LONG WILL IT
TAKE TO RECEIVE
LICENSING?

That depends a lot on you. You must attend an orientation and complete the
application process. You will be required to attend PRIDE classes and if you are
interested in caring for young children with special needs related to the alcohol
and drug issues of their parents, you will need to attend Options For Recovery
classes too. Depending on the timing of orientations, PRIDE classes, and your own
motivation to complete the necessary processes, you could become licensed
within 2 to 3 months

WHAT ABOUT
TRAINING?

PRIDE training is provided free of cost and all prospective foster parents and
adoptive parents must complete the 27 hours of training. If you want to care for
children under the age of 5 years who have been exposed to either drugs or
alcohol (which a lot of children in our system are) you must also attend Options
For Recovery classes. These are also free and total 20 hours.

HOW LONG
BEFORE A CHILD IS
PLACED WITH ME?

That depends on the age and gender of child you want to care for. The wider the
age range the sooner a child will be placed with you. Foster children are entering
or being moved in the foster care system on almost a daily basis. However, if you
only want a girl between the ages of two and five, for example, it may take some
time for her to be placed in your home.

WHAT SUPPORT
WILL | RECEIVE?

A social worker will make visits to see how the child is adjusting and to provide an
opportunity to answer questions and discuss any concerns. Foster parents are
also invited to attend Coffee Connections, an informational meeting to help foster
parents adjust to having a new child in the home. We should talk about Roots and
Wings efforts here.

WILL | MEET THE
CHILD BEFORE
BEING PLACED IN
MY CARE?

At times a planned move occurs and there may be time for foster parents to meet
children before they are moved. There are also times when there is an immediate
need of a home for a child. When you are contacted about a child you always
have the right to accept or decline.

HOW LONG WILL A
CHILD NEED
FOSTER CARE?

They may need foster care for a few hours or a few months. Some children may
need care until they are returned to their families, adopted, or until they turn 18.

WHO DO | CALL
FOR MORE
INFORMATION?

Contact the Foster Parent Recruiter at:
(831) 345-2700 or e-mail www.fostercaredkids.com
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